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Company, Philadelphia and London, 1917. Cloth,
$6.50 net; Half Morocco, $8.00 net.

The second edition of this work is eagerly wel-
comed. The first appearance of the book filled a
long-felt want. With the new edition, re-written
and enlarged, we turn to the pages of an old
friend for inspiration and encouragement. The ex-
cellent appendix makes the work of selection easy.
Altogether, it is a book for every doctor, and a
fitting gift for a colleague when you wish to ex-
press appreciation of some little kindness.

M. I J.

Elements of Pediatrics for Medical Students. By

Roland G. Freeman. 289 pages. New ' York:
Macmillan. 1917. Price, $2.00. :

This is a small handbook of facts, every one
of which a medical student should know. It takes
up in a concise manner the anatomy and develop-
ment of the baby, and enters into the care and
hygiene of theinfant. The chapter on nursery
hygiene is particularly good. The subject of in-
fant feeding is rather indefinite, as is usual in
all textbooks. However, there is much sound sense
in these few pages that briefly describe the dif-
ferent aids to diagnosis and the various methods
of treatment. If well versed in the contents of
this book, the student could not go far astray.
It is especially recomended to the beginner.

Correspondence

FROM DR. SHERMAN.

. The New Willard,
Washington, D. C,,
May 4th, 1918
To the Editor:

The Medical Section of the Council of National
Defense called a meeting of its State Committees
for the fourth of May here in Washington, and
in response men came from every State in the
Union. I have heard the members present esti-
mated at over two hundred and fifty.

It has been my fortune to have been to a num-
ber of meetings in Washington, usually Congresses
of Physicians and Surgeons, or meetings of the
American College of Surgeons, and this meeting
hag resembled those in the personnel; I have met
here much the same group of men as on former

occasions. But there the similarity stops. There
is in this gathering a tense earnestness and defi-
niteness never found in others. There have been
no scientific sessions, and no papers, of course;
all meetings have been business meetings, and
the buiness has been distinctly business, and more
than that, it has been military business. Once in
a while some member, yielding to an irresistible
impulse, will get up and begin to tell what he
thinks, or give information about how things
should be done, and then no time is lost in tell-
ing him what the law says or what the orders
are, and that the matter is settled. The meeting
really is one for the information and instruction
of the attendants, and but little is left for them
to discuss, though a few matters have been set-
tled by vote.

The purpose, of course, is to secure new men
for the Medical Reserve Corps of the army. As
I crossed the continent I read of the discussions
in the Senate on increasing the army to 5,000,000
men, and since then we have been practically as-
sured that the President will be empowered to
call for as many men as he feels are needed,
with no limit other than that. It is plain that
a limitless army means a relatively limitless num-
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ber of surgeons. That is where the Senate’s ac-
tion affects the medical profession.

Now, I had not forgotten—and the matter has
been recalled here in the meetings—that the medi-
cal profession in the old committees, national and
state, called the Committees of American Physi-
cians for Medical Preparedness, was the first to
begin to prepare back in 1913; and in the Surgeon
General’s office are still lists of medical men, made
up at that time in the different states, California
included, of medical men and their special train-
ings or specialties, so that he might have them at
hand in the case of a need. This forwardness of
the medical profession must not be forgotten by
us, for it set us a mark up to which we must
live now. To meet the demand for medical men
which the increased size of the army will make,
every medical man who has the moral, mental and
physical qualifications and the proper training to
enter the army must do so, unless he is. abso-
lutely indispensable to the civil population as
practitioner, sanitarian, hospital attendant or
teacher, and no man must think to settle the ques-
tion of this indispensability himself. Do not
imagine for a minute that this means coercion or a
draftt The former would not coerce, and the
latter the Surgeon General has forbidden. It
means that every man must, in some way, get
the same viewpoint and feeling that those of us
who came here have gotten. That was easy for
us to get. The facts of the matter were cold
facts which were told us by the officials of the
Medical Section, the psychologic value of the
facts was given us by Martin, Simpson, Braisted
and Keen, and by Senator Owen and Senator
Sutherland. I do not know how I can possibly
bring: this home to you as I want to. I should
despair of it if I did not know that the first
wave of response had formed before I left home,
when men like McCleave and von Adelung and
Howitt and Van Dalsam and Jordan and Alder-
son and Miller and Watkins have been making
plans to offer themselves for commissions and
that some of these have made the offer. The ex-
ample of these men and the reasons which have
affected them—and the additional facts and rea-
sons which will present themselves almost daily—
will make others see their duty in the same way,
and there is no doubt but that they will act in
the same way.

Now California is asked to offer for commis-
sions in the Medical Officers’ Reserve Corps two
hundred men by the first of July., We must
get together and see about that. By the time
this letter is printed we shall be at it. Every
man, to help us, must consider himself a volun-
tary member of the committees and come, and, if
he is of the suitable age and has the qualifications,
he should offer himself. That will be the kind
of patriotism for an American—a citizen of the
United States. Let no one fail in it.

HARRY M. SHERMAN.
State Society
NOTICES. -

At the meetings of the Council of the Medical
Society of the State of California, held at Del
Monte, the following resolutions were adopted:

First—That all members shall be exempt from
the payment of dues to the State Society during
the time they are in active service and absent
from professional work. The Secretary was in-
structed to ascertain from the A. M. A. what pro-
vision had been made for its members.

Second—It was resolved that a war tax of $2.00
per capita, instead of $1.00 (as recommended by
the House of Delegates at the second session), be
levied on all the members of the Medical Society
not in military service, in order to meet the deficit
occasioned by military enrollment. This tax will




